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Meeting for September is on the 6th
W. Asheville Library
7:30 PM

President’s Microphone
We ate 17 big rib eyes and put in a lot of work,
also a wonderful supper ( southern ) dinner
( whatever ) lots of great fellowship what more
can I say?

INCLEMENT WEATHER NOTE
Club meetings are subject to the
following:

Except, on behalf of WCARS and me, much
thanks you all made it happen... when a bunch of
mules pull together no telling how big a field we
can plow.

Should Buncombe County offices close
due to inclement weather, the library will
close. If that happens, our meeting will be
canceled.

Be blessed!
Scott

WCARS Elections
Election of Officers for WCARS is quickly
approaching, please start thinking about who you
would like to elect to the various positions or
perhaps you would like to be more active in the
club and become a club officer.

Meeting Minutes for August 9, 2012

The August 9, 2012, general meeting of the Western Carolina Amateur Radio Society was called to
order at 1930 hrs by Scott McCabe W4IYS, Club Elections will be held during the November
meeting (November 15th). Please make an effort
President.
to attend as this is an important function of the
club.
He welcomed everyone and invited all to join in
the Pledge of Allegiance.

BCARES

He then asked everyone to introduce themselves
given a name, callsign (if any), and QTH.

No updates this month.

The Minutes of the July meeting were published
in the latest issue of SMOKETEST (club
newsletter).
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Meeting Minutes for August 9, 2012
The Treasurer's reports (general and hamfest)
were given by Steve Emory N4SET. All were
received with thanks.
A local publication called THE MOUNTAIN
XPRESS for August 8-14 ran an extensive article by Max Cooper about ham radio and featured
text with photos of five WCARS members. Part
of the article was posted on the club web page.
Copies have been sent to ARRL HQ and others.
Tickets for the 50-50 drawing were sold prior to
the meeting. (half of the proceeds serve as a
drawing prize and half goes into the club
treasury)

Meeting Minutes for August 9, 2012
(continued)
Scott W4IYS explained about the antenna poles
recently purchased by the Club for future
events.
He also explained about the new flag, pole, and
base seen in the meeting room. He asked everyone to be thinking about a memorial plaque
nominee whose name would be placed on the
base.
After discussion, the group deceived that a
HARD COPY of the membership roster be
brought to a meeting rather than posting it on
line--to preserve privacy of mailing addresses
and email.

A donated $50 gift certificate and a donated copy
of the ARRL Handbook will be offered as raffle Carl Smith N4AA noted and praised the Mountain Xpress article by Max Cooper as the "best
prizes at the next meeting.
and most publicity on ham radio made in a long
time."
A motion was made, seconded, and voted to
make a $300 donation to the AB Tech
Scott reported that a member requested a "more
Electronics Department for this year.
permanent meeting place" rather than switching
between sites.
Norman Harrill N4NH reported on plans for an
upcoming code class. Plans are being confirmed
for the classes to start the third week of Septem- The Christmas Party is being planned at the
ber and run for five nights per week for three
same location as last year.
weeks.
Scott reminded the group that elections for next
Each evening start time is 1830 hrs and go for
year's officers is to be developed soon. If you
about 1-2 hours in Elm Building, AB Tech,
are interested in serving in any particular office,
Room 314.
please contact Scott ASAP.
Norman also sold tickets for the upcoming
Shelby Hamfest.

The drawings for the door prize (a Club hat)
and the 50-50 were made and awarded.

KC4ECN announced that October 30 starts the
annual Jamboree On The Air with Scouts. Heexplained the needs for the event at the WNC Agriculture Center with the public invited 10:00am4:00pm.

There being no further business, the meeting
was adjourned at 2039 hours with refreshments
and fellowship following.
Submitted by Bob Dockery WD4CNZ
WCARS Secretary

He asked for a 2 meter, 20 meter, 40/80 meter
stations and for operators for each throughout the
event.
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CW Class

NC Mountain State Fair
At the moment the event is on-hold, according
to Tom Wilheit WX4TW:

There will be a code class beginning
tentatively in mid-September (3rd week).

“At last Tuesday's BRARC meeting, it was
announced that our spot at the fairgrounds had
evaporated. There is an active effort to find an
alternative but I haven't heard anything yet. I
hope we can regroup on this or at least for next
year or maybe some other joint efforts for
WNC arcs.”

Preliminary numbers for the class show
approximately 20 people. The class will run 5
nights a week.

If there is a change in this an update will be
sent via email to keep WCARS members
informed.

Max - KE4GPU also recommends
www.lcwo.net to start learning about code.

Those interested in code should listen in to the
Carolina Slow Net every night at 8 PM on
3.571.

Norman - N4NH suggested getting a key in
advance of the class. These can be purchased
at the Shelby Hamfest through Ham World.

73 Magazine Archive
There is a collection of the 73 Magazine
online at the Internet Archive.

Jamboree On the Air

Of the various issues checked they seem to be
complete and available for download in PDF.

Jamboree On the Air will be on October 20th,
WCARS members are asked to come out and
support this event with the Boy Scouts.

Thanks to Dean - K2JB, Russ - N4KOX, and
Carl - N4AA for sending the location of this
archive:

Setup will be on Friday October 19th at the
Agriculture Center near the Asheville Airport.
During the even there will be a food vendor
on site.

tinyurl.com/73Magazine
Those interested can visit the above site and
check out the archive.

There will be a station for 20 m, 2 m and 40
m. If you are interested in participating in this
event please let Scott know.

WCARS Information Net
The WCARS information net is needing some help from club members to call the nets on
Monday nights, Dean - K2JB, who normally calls the net will not be able to for a few months
due to work schedule conflict. If you can help out or you want to get your feet wet at calling a
net this is a good net to do. If you can help out please contact Dean - K2JB (k2jb@arrl.net).
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WCARS / VEC Exam Schedule

From the Editor

Asheville - AB-TECH, Rm 134, Elm Bldg
This was my first year in helping out with the
Hamfest, I think it went pretty well, Randy KI4VLW did a great job of putting together the
Hamfest. As many know Jeff - KJ4TEI, will be
taking over for Randy, when it comes time next
year for the Hamfest show your support and help
with the setup and during the day of the Hamfest.

9:00 AM on the THIRD SATURDAY of:
January, April, July and October
VE Team Leader: Bob Helton - KS4FX
Phone: 828-684-0249
2:00 PM on the THIRD SUNDAY of:
February, May, August and November

Was also good to meet Bill - N2COP, I was his
driver for the day, during the Hamfest.

VE Team Leader: Steve Lankford - AG4BY
Phone: 828-768-2141

Looking forward to the code class, although I am
not sure I will be able to do 5 nights a week due
to schedule conflict with work. If you are
interested in learning code or brushing up let
Norman - N4NH know. And remember the NC
Slow net @ 8 PM on 3.571, which provides good
practice.

Burnsville - Yancey County Library
Contact:
VE Team Leader: David McCarty - W4TDM
Phone: 828-657-1044

Marion
Contact:
VE Team Leader: Harriet Fullbright - K4ICU
Phone: 828-291-7521

Just a reminder to WCARS members that the
WCARS information net is held every Monday
at 9 PM all are welcomed to call into the net.

Rutherfordton - Isothermal College

And on Wednesday nights at 9 PM BCARES net
is held, members are encouraged to call in and
participate. If you are monitoring and the net is
not called after a couple of minutes have passed
with no one starting the net; you are encouraged
to call the net and make a log of call ins. This is
good practice in case there is a real emergency
where the usual operators are not able to call the
net.

Contact:
VE Team Leader: Bruce Tessineer - AD4OJ
Phone: 828-657-5464

Waynesville
Contact:
VE Team Leader: Al Sanders - WD4A
Phone: 828-926-8244

If you have something you would like to send to
Smoke Test please send it to
kk4brd@gmail.com.

Weaverville - Reems Creek FD
9:00 AM on the First Saturday of:
April, July, October and December
VE Team Leader: Harley Bullman - AJ4PI
Phone: 828-645-0889

Repeater Status Update

For other locations contact:
Norman Harrill
N4NH@arrl.net / 828-253-1192

Pisgah 220 repeater is operational again thanks
to Randy - N2GE for his hard work.
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Regional Hamfests

Hamfest 2012
WCARS members,

56th Annual Shelby Hamfest

Another WCARS Hamfest has come and gone
and I want to thank everyone who helped out
for their hard work both Friday and Saturday
putting on the Hamfest. It is a club effort and
the club stepped up and made it work. We
had a great dinner Friday night that was a hit
with all our vendors and they really enjoyed
the food and fellowship. And several of them
mentioned that our Hamfest was the only one
that had a dinner for the vendors. With the
exception of two, all our vendors had a great
day and made a nice profit and are looking
forward to next years Hamfest. The people
who attended were pleased with our efforts
and enjoyed our Hamfest and also are looking
forward to next year. I heard on several local
nets that everyone went away happy and was
bragging that we have the best small Hamfest
around and that is the reason they come.

When: September 1st and 2nd
Where: 1303 Dallas-Cherryville Highway
Dallas, NC
Talk-in: 146.800 - / 147.120 + (no PL)

Paulding County ARC Hamfest
When: September 15th
Where: Earl Duncan Park (Paulding Meadows)
724 Paulding Meadows Drive
Dallas, GA
Talk-in: 146.895 + (PL 77.0)

ARRL / TAPR Digital Communications
Conference

When: September 21st to 23rd
After three years as Hamfest Chairman, I will Where: Sheraton Gateway Hotel Atlanta Airport
be stepping down as Chairman. Jeff Weller
1900 Sullivan Road
KJ4TEI will be taking over as Chairman, but I
Atlanta, GA
will be helping him out when needed. I have
enjoyed my time as Hamfest Chairman and
working with all of you, but I do need a break. SEDCO / W4DXCC VIII Convention
I know the members will help Jeff as all of
you have jumped in and helped me.
When: September 28th
Where: Main Stay Suites
Once again, I want to thank you for helping
410 Pine Mountain Road
with the Hamfest and without your help it
Pigeon Forge, TN
would have been much more difficult for me.
Randy Harris KI4VLW

Membership List
The membership list will be available for the September 6th WCARS meeting for anyone who
wishes to have this list you will need to come in person and pick it up at the front table where
Scott sits. August 31 is the last day in which you can opt out of the list. This list will not be
made available online or in Smoketest.
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ARRL / ARES Forum at WCARS Hamfest 2012

Photos by Carl Smith - N4AA

From left to right: Bill Morine- N2COP, Section Manager and
Dr. Jim Boehner, N2ZZ, Roanoke Division Vice Director
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ARRL / ARES Forum at WCARS Hamfest 2012
Miriam Smith Award

Photo by Max Cooper - KE4GPU
The photo is (l to r) ARRL, Roanoke Division Vice Director Dr. Jim Boehner, N2ZZ from
Aiken, SC; KB4C Award recipient Dick Smith, W4RSS of Fletcher; ARRL North Carolina
Section Manager Bill Morine, N2COP from Wilmington, NC; ARRL South Carolina Section
Manager Marc Tarplee, N4UFP from Rock Hill, SC and Carl Smith, N4AA from Asheville/
Leicester, NC.
This award is named in honor of Miriam Smith, KB4C, who unexpectedly became a silent key
in July 1995. She was very active in public service and emergency communications. Miriam
was ARES Emergency Coordinator/ RACES Radio officer for Buncombe County some 30 plus
years ago. It was decided to begin an award in her name to honor an area amateur within the 16
western counties of North Carolina who are active in their commitment to emergency and public service communications through the ARES/RACES programs. - From http://www.arrlroanoke.org/?top=awards
For more information on previous award recipients please visit the ARRL Roanoke Division
website for the Miriam Smith Award: http://www.arrl-roanoke.org/?top=awards
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The ARRL Letter
Materials in the ARRL Letter are taken from The ARRL Letter online,
full credit is given to The ARRL Letter and the American Radio Relay
League, as per republication guidelines require.
http://www.arrl.org/arrlletter

Special Event Stations in London and Wales On the Air for 2012
Olympic and Paralympic Games
07/24/2012
Beginning Wednesday, July 25, two special event call signs will be activated to
celebrate the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games: 2O12L from London,
England and 2O12W from Barry, Wales. Both stations will be on the air for the duration
of the Games -- July 25-August 12 -- and continuing through September 9. Organizers
hope to make at least 80,000 contacts during the seven weeks that 2O12L and 2O12W
are on the air.
The London station – 2O12L -- will be active on 160-2 meters on all modes. The station
is located at the Royal Greenwich District Scouts Activity Centre in Southeast London,
in the borough of Greenwich, one of the six “host boroughs” for the Games. A list of
planned frequencies is available here. The station will be open to the public from 10 AM
to 4 PM each day, and visitors may operate. Follow 2O12L on Twitter.
The Welsh station -- 2O12W -- will be active on 160 meters-23 cm on all modes,
including SSTV and satellite, will be based on the seafront esplanade at Whitmore
Beach, Barry Island, Vale of Glamorgan. The site is located just a few miles south west
of Cardiff and the Millennium Stadium, home to the first football match that will open the
Games in Wales. The station will be open to visitors. Follow 2O12W on Twitter.
“Amateur Radio operators everywhere will be able to share in the Olympic experience
by making contact with the station and exchanging greetings messages with visitors
and Games participants who visit the station,” said Project EchoPublicity Officer John
Warburton, G4IRN. “The team aims to make contact with as many of the Games
participating countries as possible. Special QSL cards will be available to stations
contacted. The project aims to leave a lasting legacy by encouraging visitors to learn
more about radio communications and the social,career and recreational benefits that it
brings.”
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The ARRL Letter
Materials in the ARRL Letter are taken from The ARRL Letter online,
full credit is given to The ARRL Letter and the American Radio Relay
League, as per republication guidelines require.
http://www.arrl.org/arrlletter

FCC Denies Petition Seeking to Designate Nationwide Emergency
Calling Frequency
07/31/2012
Saying that it believes that the Amateur Service “allows flexibility to provide emergency
communications in a way that takes into account channel availability and other local
conditions,” the FCC denied a Petition for Rulemaking to create a nationwide emergency calling frequency. The Petition -- filed by Bryan Boyle, WB0YLE, of Morrisville,
Pennsylvania, and Jim Dixon, WB6NIL, of Alhambra, California -- called upon the FCC
to designate 146.550 MHz as a “non-exclusive nationwide Amateur Radio Service
emergency communications channel using FM wideband modulation.”
Doyle and Dixon noted in their Petition that other services, such as the Citizens Band
Radio Service, the Aviation Service and the Maritime Service have specific channels
set aside for emergency communications. They claimed that use of these channels “to
good effect by those in distress [and that this] is a testament to the need for individual
services to have a readily accessible and publicized” emergency communications
channel. In denying the Petition, the FCC said in part that Boyle and Dixon “had not
shown an existing problem that would be addressed by a rule change designating a
nationwide Amateur Service emergency calling frequency.”
The FCC told Boyle and Dixon that the rules of the Amateur Radio Service allow “an
amateur station to transmit one-way messages necessary to providing emergency
communications,” maintaining that these messages may “be transmitted on any
frequency authorized [by] the control operator of the amateur stations transmitting the
messages. Additionally, the rules require that, at all times and on all frequencies, each
control operator must give priority to stations providing emergency communications.
Administration of these rules is accomplished primarily through voluntary frequency
planning by, and cooperation among, Amateur Radio operators.”
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The ARRL Letter
Materials in the ARRL Letter are taken from The ARRL Letter online,
full credit is given to The ARRL Letter and the American Radio Relay
League, as per republication guidelines require.
http://www.arrl.org/arrlletter

FCC Denies Petition Seeking to Designate Nationwide Emergency
Calling Frequency (continued)
Pointing out that the its Wireless Telecommunications Bureau had previously
considered establishing a nationwide common calling or distress channel “in a service
where transmission of such communications is permitted but not required...and the
channels are shared by all users,” the FCC said that it had concluded that “it was not
necessary to designate a Family Service Radio (FRS) channel for establishing
emergency communications because emergency communications have a priority on all
FRS channels and the record did not demonstrate that FRS users were having any
difficulty establishing communications.”
The FCC did note, however, that unlike channels in the Citizens Band Radio Service
and the Maritime Service, channels in the FRS are not routinely monitored by
emergency first-responders: “Like the FRS, the Amateur Service differs from the
services in which our rules designate a nationwide emergency calling channel in that it
is not routinely monitored by safety entities such as the police or the Coast Guard.
Additionally, those services do not require an individual to have an operator license or
otherwise demonstrate the ability to operate the station by performing such functions as
selecting transmitting channels to avoid interference. Therefore, we believe the
administration of these services primarily through operational rules that specify the use
of a channel and transmitter technical standards is reasonable.”
The FCC observed that under the current rules of the Amateur Radio Service, operators
can use “multiple channels on the same or different amateur band if needed for an
event, or use multiple channels in the same band when multiple, but different events
occur.” It also mentioned that the Boyle and Dixon’s proposal “that the channel be a
‘non-exclusive nationwide’ channel is, substantively, no different from current channel
priorities because all Amateur Service channels are shared and may be used for
providing emergency communications. If such a ‘non-exclusive nationwide’ channel is
needed, nothing in our rules prevents the amateur community from voluntarily agreeing
to designate a channel for this purpose. We conclude, therefore, that you have not
shown an existing problem that would be addressed by a rule change designating a
nationwide Amateur Service emergency calling frequency.”
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Solar Weather
NOAA Solar Forecasts

Sunspot Number: 94

Updated at: 2012 Aug 13

Spotless Days

Flare

0-24 hr

24-48 hr

Class M

15%

10%

Class X

01%

01%

Current Stretch: 0 days
2012 total: 0 days (0%)
2011 total: 2 days (<1%)
2010 total: 51 days (14%)
2009 total: 260 days (71%)
Since 2004: 821 days
Typical Solar Min: 486 days
Updated 13 Aug 2012

Geomagnetic Storms
Mid-latitudes

0-24 hr

24-48 hr

Active

10%

10%

Minor

01%

01%

Severe

01%

01%

Interplanetary Magnetic Field
Btotal: 5.1 nT

BZ: 3.5 nT south

The Radio Sun
High-latitudes

0-24 hr

24-48 hr

Active

15%

15%

Minor

15%

15%

Severe

15%

10%

10.7 cm flux: 112 sfu

HF Conditions

Day

Night

80 m - 40 m

Fair

Good

30 m - 20 m

Good

Good

17 m - 15 m

Fair

Fair

12 m - 10 m

Poor

Poor

VHF Conditions

Day

Night

Aurora

Band Closed

6 m EsEU

Band Closed

4 m EsEU

Band Closed

2 m EsEU

Band Closed

2 m EsNA

Band Closed

EME Deg

No Data
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423-3082 k2jb@bellsouth.net
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HF/VHF/UHF Net

Information

Freq offset / PL

Day

6600

145.190 -

Saturday

9-PM

Many check-ins-Wide area coverage

Blue Ridge Traffic

146.610 -

Nightly

9-PM

ARES/Skywarn in bad weather

BRARC

146.640 - 91.5

Sunday

9-PM

Buncombe Cty Emerg. Mgt.

146.910 - 91.5 Wednesday

NET NAME

Local time Notes

9-PM

Directed net, ARES/RACES
CW Traffic

Carolinas Net - Early

3.573

Daily

7-PM

Carolinas Net - Late

3.573

Daily

10-PM CW - 15-18 WPM Traffic

Carolinas Net - Slow

3.571

Daily

8-PM

Daily

9-PM

146.760 -

M-W-F

9-AM

Informal, Everyone welcome

147.390 + 94.8

Monday

8-PM

Informal, Everyone welcome

7.228

Daily

7-AM

Ragchew

224.660 100

Tuesday

9-PM

Madison County Emergency Comm

224.540

Monday

8-PM

Informal, Everyone welcome

Mount Mitchell Ragchew

442.225 + 107.2

Monday

9-PM

Directed, Everyone welcome

Mount Mitchell Sunrise Net

442.225 + 107.2 Thursday

9-AM

Informal - Everyone welcome

9-PM

Informal, Everyone welcome

Franklin, NC - Winesprings Bald 147.240 + / 151.4
Good Morning
Haywood County Roundtable
K4UUQ Morning
Madison Cty-AmRadComTeam
Mount Mitchell 220

Slow CW - 8 to 10 WPM Traffic

Mount Pisgah 220

224.260

Sunday

NC Evening Traffic

3.923

Daily

6:30-PM SSB

NC Morning Traffic

3.927

Daily

7:45-AM SSB

145.190 +

Sunday

9-PM

SATERN

14.265

Daily

3-PM

Tarheel Emergency Net

3.923

Daily

147.180 + 136.5

Friday

9-PM

Info, News and Swap

146.910 - 91.5

Monday

9-PM

Informal, Everyone welcome

Oasis Shrine Radio Corp.

Volunteer
WCARS Information
???

7:30-PM Directed, NC Emerg. Mgt - Traffic

224.600

WB4PLA on Spivey Mtn. ???

W4YK

53.630 - 100

Friday

9-PM

Traders Net

147.05 - 91.5

Tuesday

9-PM

Skywarn

145.27 - 91.5

As Needed

SC Hearts / NC Hears / SW VA
Net

444.250 - 91.5

Daily

8-PM

NC Hears

444.250 - 91.5

Daily

9:30 PM

K4MFD Greenville - 440

Salvation Army Team-Emergency

???

444.200 + 173.8

Located on Bald Mtn. N. of Asheville

K4MFD Greenville - 6 Meter

53.400

Located on Bald Mtn. N. of Asheville
Linked to N2GE 224.660 & KI4DNY
224.600 fulltime

Blue Ridge Weather Watch

145.190 -

T-T
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9-PM

Directed net, Skywarn, everyone
welcomed

Regional Repeater List
Frequency / offset / PL

Location

Notes

145.190 -

Mt. Mitchell

146.520 Simplex

National Calling Frequency

146.910 - 91.5

WCARS

146.640 - 91.5

Hendersonville

146.610 -

Greenville, SC

147.105 + 91.5

Hendersonville

145.270 - 91.5

Hendersonville

145.370 - 91.5

Greenville, SC

147.390 + 94.8

Waynesville

147.315 + 123

Spartanburg

147.060 + 123

Greenville, TN

145.410 - 127.3

Greenville, TN

145.390 - 186.2

Greenville, TN

146.760 -

Mt. Pisgah

146.880 -

Shelby

147.135 +

Brevard

147.285 +

Tryon

145.330 -

Tryon

146.790 -

Anderson, SC

442.225 + 107.2

Mt. Mitchell

442.450 +

Hendersonville

442.850 +

Brevard

444.875 + 131.8

Waynesville

224.520 - 91.5

Mt. Spivey

224.600 - 94.8

Asheville

224.240 -

Hendersonville

224.960 -

Hendersonville

224.540 -

Mt. Mitchell

224.260 -

Mt. Pisgah

224.200 -

Shelby

224.460 -

Shelby

224.360 -

Marshall

224.660 - 100

Madison County

53.630 - 100

Mt. Mitchell

53.130 - 100

Hendersonville

53.410 - 131.8

Greenville, SC
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IRLP

IRLP

